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Review: Full Issue

Sayre, Henry M. Cave Paintings to Picasso: the Inside Scoop on 50 Art Masterpieces. Chronicle
Books, 2004. ISBN 081183767X. $22.95. 96 pp.
Reviewer: AnnMarie Hamar
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informational;
Subject: Art appreciation--Juvenile literature; Art history--Juvenile literature; Masterpiece,
Artistic--Juvenile literature; Book--Reviews;
Sayre, a Distinguished Professor of Art History at Oregon State University, has written
several books on art for adults; he now shares his passion for art with young readers. His
collection of 50 masterpieces covers a time period ranging from circa 22,000 B.C. to 1964. A
time line on each page marks the date of the art work's creation. A variety of styles from oil and
watercolor to illustration and Chinese ink are incorporated. Sayre includes artists from a wide
spectrum, such as Monet, Picasso, DaVinci, Cassatt, Hokusai, and Magritte. Sayre’s selections
are not simply limited to paintings and sculptures; also included are the Bayeux Tapestry, the
Book of Kells, Native American art, and the Easter Island Ancestor Figures. Sayre describes how
each piece was created and the type of media the artist used. Sayre’s lively and easy-to-follow
narrative is complemented by clear and colorful reproductions of each of the 50 masterpieces. As
well, a two-page glossary at the end of the text explains selected art terms.
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Kite, Patricia L. Leeches. Lerner, 2005. ISBN 0822530546. $25.26. 47 pp.
Reviewer: Jessica Waite
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Leeches--Juvenile Literature; Book-Reviews;
Kite gives accurate information concerning the leech's diet, life cycle, different species,
and how they fit in the human world. Colorful and vivid photographs are sometimes graphic;
one photograph depicts leeches on a mangled thumb being treated by a doctor. A glossary is
provided, as well as a section directed to parents on how to best share the book with a child.
Although the sections are ordered sporadically, this book could be very useful to children doing
biological projects or learning more about the world.
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Scheunemann, Pam. Cool Beaded Jewelry. Abdo Publishing, 2005. ISBN 1591977398. $15.95.
32 pp.
Reviewer: Marsha D. Broadway
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: NA;
Subject: Beadwork--Juvenile literature; Jewelry making--Juvenile literature;
A big informational bang is found in this brief, colorful craft book. An overview of
beading, from the history, types, shapes, and sizes of beads to the findings, tools, and supplies
needed, introduces readers to the basic vocabulary and implements of beading. Step-by-step
instructions for seven projects will jumpstart creativity and will have young jewelry makers
heading to the bead shop. Enhancing the information and instruction are bold, close-up
photographs of beads and details on white background paper, which makes them almost pop off
the pages. The book will be a hit among beginning beaders whether in a classroom, at a slumber
party or a scout meeting, or during a rainy day at home. A simple glossary and index are
included. A disappointing trip to the suggested web site, www.abdopub.com, did not produce the
anticipated links to websites about beaded jewelry. These links may appear at a future time; the
text states that they "are routinely monitored and updated to provide the most current information
available."
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Seely, Debra. The Last of the Roundup Boys. Holiday House, 2004. ISBN 0823418146. $16.95.
230 pp.
Reviewer: Lillian H. Heil
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Sex role--Juvenile fiction; Coming of age--Juvenile fiction; Ranch life--Kansas-Juvenile fiction; Cowboys--Juvenile fiction; Book-Reviews;
Set in the late 1800's, Seely tells the story of seventeen year old Tom, the son of a poor
farmer. Tom finds work as a cowboy on a cattle ranch and has a romance with sixteen year old
Evie, daughter of the ranch owner. Evie's parents want her to marry someone suitable, but Evie
only wants to be a rancher, which is not acceptable woman's work in her parent’s eyes. Once
Evie and Tom negotiate this problem with Evie’s parents they are able to plan a future together.
Told in interchanging voices, the narrative conveys what Tom and Evie think about each
event in the story. This technique allows the reader to connect with the emotional reaction of
both Tom and Evie in this romance. The issue of women's rights is part of the novel but does not
overshadow the romantic storyline. Evie's love of ranching makes the hard work of the roundup
sound very attractive and provides a fitting sequel to Seely's novel entitled Grasslands.
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Freedman, Russell. The Voice that Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for
Equal Rights. Clarion, 2004. ISBN 0618159762. $18.00. 114 pp.
Reviewer: Marsha D. Broadway
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Biography;
Subject: Anderson, Marian, 1897-1993--Juvenile literature; Contraltos--United States-Biography--Juvenile literature; African Americans--Civil rights--Juvenile literature; Women-Biography--Juvenile literature; Book--Reviews;
Marian Andersen would not have chosen to be an activist, but her exception vocal
abilities made the quiet, private woman a key figure in the civil rights movement. She struggled
to receive vocal training; she trained and performed in Europe to accolades; but when she was
denied the stage at Constitution Hall by Daughters of the American Revolution, Eleanor
Roosevelt took up her cause. The result was the historic Easter Sunday Concert on April 9, 1939,
on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.
Organizationally, Freedman sets the stage to bring readers into the life of Marian
Anderson in the vivid opening description. Remarkable word images allow the reader to see,
hear, and feel this significant event. With the reader prepared, Anderson's story is told within its
historical context in easy-to-follow chronology. Using simple but eloquent language, Freedman
conveys Anderson's passion for music and the concurrent struggle for equal rights. Through deft
and incisive description and selected quotations, readers understand Marian's character, the
strong familial bond, the role that the Philadelphia black community played in promoting her
talent, her self-doubts, the everyday discrimination African-Americans faced, and her
determination to have a singing career. Narrative flows seamlessly into quotations, giving
readers not only a sense of history but also of personalities (Boghetti, Billy King, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Ickes, and Fisher). Because the quotations are documented in "Chapter Notes," the
storytelling is not interrupted and produces a you-were-there observer's view. Scholars may
question the lack of detailed documentation, but for the intended audience the documentation is
appropriate. A selective bibliography discusses both scholarly sources and biographies for young
readers, along with video and website sources. The discography enables readers to expand their
enjoyment of this biography by finding recordings of this amazing contralto.
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Musil, Rosemary Gabbert. Mystery at the Old Fort. Children’s Theatre Press, 1944. 48 pp.
Reviewer: Hilary Barnett
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Play; Detective and mystery plays; Historical plays; Humorous plays;
Subject: Ghosts--Juvenile drama; Indians--Juvenile drama; Drama--Reviews;
Theme: Things aren’t always what they seem, in fact they rarely are.
Production Requirements: Stage is set in the interior of an old stone fort. Living room (as part of/inside
the stone fort), and a passage-way that can be done in front of the proscenium curtain or in front of
screens set up inside the fort setting. (See suggested floor plan for living room). Many props needed
(included in script).
Acts: 3
Run Time: 2 hours
Characters: 11 (4M-young-adult, 1M-Old Indian,1M-age 13) (1F-middle-aged, 1F-young-adult, 1F-age
11, 1F-age 8) 1 live dog.
Cast: The dog will be the only concern. Cast for young adults by adults and children.
Time Period: Northern New York, 1943
A family and their maid visit their aunt, find her house empty, and decide to stay in the house.
They are spooked by old Native American ghost stories that an officer guarding the house tells them. The
maid, Lizzie, begs to leave but stays because the family does not want to go. Dick, the young boy in the
family, seeks adventure by disobeying the rules and going down into the basement. The old Indian chief,
Charley, scares everyone but is only trying to unfold the mystery at the old fort. Through a series of
disobedient acts Dick and Charley discover the culprit to be Dr. Hammond who is working on a
government experiment that must not be disturbed or known by any outsiders, and that is why the house
is guarded.
The play has a nice tempo and creates the needed suspense to engage an audience. There are
specific block notes, prop notes, and acting notes within the script which are important to the plot
progression. However, the ending is thrown together and is awkward. Since Dick continually talks about
spies and government officials the mystery is obvious. The dialogue makes the characters engaging and is
the driving force behind the plot. Yet, the characters are uneven. The maid, Lizzie, is cartoon-like while
the other characters are portrayed as normal people with typical superstitions. Lizzie may bring comedic
relief, but she is too over-the-top for a suspenseful mystery and takes away from the plot development. As
well, there are some interesting and possibly harming stereotypes and allusions to historical events that an
older crowd will be mature enough to handle and understand.
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Simons, Johnny. A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court. I.E. Clark Publications, 2000. ISBN
0886804841. 40 pp.
Reviewer: Krista Beaman
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Adventure plays; Humorous plays; Fantasy plays;
Subject: Knights and knighthood--Juvenile drama; Castles--Juvenile drama; Inventions--Juvenile drama;
Drama--Reviews;
Theme: You can make the best of any situation with a little ingenuity.
Production Requirements: At least three sets are required, though they can be done with backdrops and a
few set pieces.
Acts: 2
Run Time: 70 minutes
Characters: 13M, 2W
Cast: Either all adults or all children.
Time Period: Mostly 528 A.D., King Arthur's Kingdom, though some parts are set in modern-day.
Hank, the Yankee, is a factory supervisor. He tries to fire an unruly worker named Hercules but is
forced to fight him and is hit on the head with a crowbar. The next thing he knows, he is in King Arthur's
kingdom about to be executed. With the help of an almanac and his own good sense, he becomes a King's
Counselor instead, and Merlin becomes angry. Hank then wins a joust and a maiden, named Sandy,
whom he must protect and save. He convinces Arthur to try living the unpleasant life of a peasant. Merlin
then tries to execute them for being impertinent slaves so that he can steal the kingdom. Arthur's loyal
knights come and save them, but as Hank fights his way through Merlin's henchmen, he is hit on the
head. When he wakes up, he is back in his real world.
This play, though funny, seems arrogant. Hank is the only mildly intelligent character. King
Arthur and everyone else, except Merlin, are flat and go along with Hank’s lies and complaints. Merlin is
the token bad guy not driven by any sense of purpose. There are odd, unexplained things that are central
to the plot yet detrimental to the story, such as Sandy believing that her sister and the other maidens are
pigs. In addition, there are several fights that require extensive choreography and care, as well as a
complicated dance scene. The saving point, if there is one, is the dialogue. The initial scenes in the
kingdom are humorous since Hank has no idea what Sir Kay is asking him. However, the Arthurian
dialogue is too stylized to be believable and becomes grating.
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Shusterman, Neal. The Schwa Was Here. Dutton, 2004. ISBN 0525471820. 15.99. 228 pp.
Reviewer: Laura Wadley
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Humorous stories;
Subject: Self-Perception-Juvenile Fiction; Friendship-Juvenile Fiction; Book--Review;
Anthony "Antsy" Bonano is a fourteen year old boy whose father works for
Pisher Plastics. Antsy's dad asks him to test a new plastic product by trying to destroy a crash test
dummy affectionately named Manny Bullpucky. While Anthony and his friends are tossing
Manny off the Marine Street Bridge who should show up but a non-entity from school named
Calvin Schwa. He is so entity-less it is almost impossible to tell when he is around. (Think
"Cipher in the Snow," but with laughs.) The Schwa is so unobtrusive that he and Antsy set up a
business where the Schwa does undercover work and takes dares--he is immediately put on
retainer by the Student Council to sneak into the Teacher's Lounge to find out what's really up.
Complications and adventures ensue which test former and new friendships, and which
eventually bring the Schwa to a place where he begins to be more existent. Anthony as well
begins to know himself and his place in his family and among his friends.
The Schwa Was Here is a funny, clean and upbeat novel. Shusterman proves that one can be
incisive without having to be edgy.
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Atwood, Margaret. Rude Ramsay and the Roaring Radishes. Illustrated by Dusan Petricic.
Bloomsbury, 2004. ISBN 1582349509. $16.95. 32 pp.
Reviewer: Janice Card
Reading Level: All
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Humorous stories; Fantasy fiction; Picture books;
Subject: Alliteration--Juvenile fiction; Tongue twisters--Juvenile fiction; Behavior--Juvenile
fiction; Rats--Juvenile fiction; Book--Reviews;
"R" you ready for a rollicking romp? Here is a fun read-aloud that will test the agility of
your tongue. This is word-play at its best. Once you have read about Ramsay you will never
think of radishes in quite the same way. Sure, some do have a bite, but this is the first time you
will meet radishes that have teeth and roar like wild beasts. Radishes bite, too. Here is a brief
taste of the text:
Ramsay wrenched out a radish. He admired its roundness and redness. How
crispy and crunchy it would be! But the radish began roaring, "Robbers!
Robbers!" - Ramsay recoiled. "This is a roaring radish," he remonstrated. "It isn't
even ripe. And it may have rabies...it bit me!"
You will not want to miss out on meeting Ramsay's "revolting relatives” Ron, Rollo, and Ruby.
And then there is Ramsay's rodent friend Ralph. And finally there is raven-haired Rillah. All of
them come together to create a rousing picture book for all ages.
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James, Simon. Baby Brains. Candlewick Press, 2004. ISBN 0763625078. $15.99. unpaginated
Reviewer: Laura Wadley
Reading Level: All
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Humorous fiction;
Subject: Humor-juvenile fiction; Babies-juvenile fiction; Book--Reviews;
Mr. and Mrs. Brains are anxious to influence the intelligence of their unborn baby, so
they read to him, play classical music and language tapes, and turn up the television when the
news is on. When Baby Brains is born, he exceeds their expectations. On the morning of his first
day home he reads the newspaper, in the afternoon repairs the car, and in the evening says his
first words--"I'd like to go to school tomorrow." Shortly, Baby Brains is invited to become an
astronaut doctor, and while floating alone in Outer Space, he gets lonesome for his mother and
begins to cry. From then on, Mr. and Mrs. Brains give Baby Brains warm baths, tickle him, and
sing him to sleep, safely at home on earth.
Baby Brains is an ever-so-gentle satire on pushing young children too hard to succeed,
and on the importance of preserving childhood experience, even for the "scathingly brilliant"
youngster. James' illustrations are charming and disarming, a perfect complement to the
delightful text.
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